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Sustainability glossary

	Correct phrase
	Meaning
	Comments

	Carbon net zero
	Net zero carbon requires an organisation to reduce carbon emissions before offsetting.
	Avoid the phrase ‘carbon neutral’ as this just means offsetting all carbon emissions

	Circular economy
	The circular economy is a system where materials never become waste and nature is regenerated. In a circular economy, products and materials are kept in circulation through processes like maintenance, reuse, refurbishment, remanufacture, recycling, and composting.
	Don’t Ditch It is a good example of the circular economy at Lancaster University. Students donate unwanted items and this is then donated to charities or resold to new, incoming students.

	Greenhouse gases
	A gas that contributes to the greenhouse effect, heating the earth by absorbing infrared radiation from the sun. Examples include carbon dioxide, methane, and refrigerant gases.
	

	ISO14001
	A certified framework that a company or organisation can follow to set up an effective environmental management system.
	Lancaster’s ISO14001 details can be found online.

	Renewable energy
	Renewable energy comes from a source that is not depleted when used. Renewable technologies, such as solar and wind, help net zero carbon buildings reduce reliance on energy from non-renewable sources such as fossil fuels.
	

	Science-based target
	Carbon reduction target aligned with the latest climate science deemed necessary to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement — limiting global warming to well-below 2°C above preindustrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit warming to 1.5°C.
	

	Scope 1 and 2 emissions
	Greenhouse gas emissions that are directly generated from energy sources owned and controlled by Lancaster University, i.e. gas and electricity
	Lancaster University’s target for this is carbon net zero from scope 1 & 2 by 2030.

	Scope 3 emissions
	Scope 3 encompasses emissions that are not produced by the company itself and are not the result of activities from assets owned or controlled by them, but by those that it’s indirectly responsible for up and down its value chain – i.e. suppliers, travel, IT equipment
	Lancaster University’s target for this is carbon net zero from scope 3 by 2035.

	United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
	The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity.
	Every year Lancaster reports progress against the SDGs. 
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